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CAM. \ t o\\|-\T1<>\.
For the best Interest? of Richmond,

th. City Democratic Committee
should adopt the plan of n convention
to nominate the Administrative. Bonrd
outlined yesterday by Chairman M'les
Slsrtln. of that committee, The plan
la to let "each precinct, by on all-lay
primary, vote to elect delegates to a

convention upon the basis of cither
one candidate for the convention to

each 10Ö voters ami fraction -.lbovc
fifty, or one candidate for the con¬

vention to each fifty voters and frac¬
tion above twenty-five; tho convention
{so constituted to nominate five Doino-
tjrr.tb to bo voted for as members of
Ihr Administrative Ronrd." The
Tlmes-l>lspatoh 'ndorsea this sug¬
gestion as the only practical
method which can now bo devised to
meet the nrci of a very critical situ¬
ation !n tho govcrntiietunl affairs of
the city.
An IsPJe of tremendous Importance

to the people of Richmond Is at stake.
It Ir nothing less than an emergency
that r.ow confronts the city. The
opportunity that hns been created for
thr people to seize, if rightly taken
hold of, wll| mark the beginning of
an unprecedented era of prosperity
and progress for Richmond. TVe are

about to abandon the stngnconch for
t!.r modern railway train, but the
s:."£Tr driver cannot take the place of
the experienced engineer. If Incom¬
petent men are put at the throttlo,
we shall lump the track or go astray
at the first .«Idlncr. Tho lss-.:o hefor?
the people to-dny Is whether or not
they shall hnve the right to employ
competent men to run the city. The
primary system In the present ex¬
traordinary situation nnnot get the
voters the p.ve men they want, and
some other system that ran get them
the men If what w,. need now.

There e.re e scorei or more can¬
didates In the field, tinder n slr.rrlc
primary the successful candidates
could be elect. A -.cith 1 !nn
votes. That means that less thin
one-eighth of the registered voters
eould elect the Administrative Ronrd.
The final choice would not he the
selection of a ms.lo-*ty. but really that
of a minority. The five men elected
under a primary would h* unsatis¬
factory pa « ticket to the pco;>l», who.
b» caus» of the Inflexibility of the
fPTlrriary system, would have to put
tip with fire rtndeslrrd men fnder
the primary system In n case like
this there can be no concerted action
ort the part of the voters. However
itruch they may wish to select the
five l.eut r-.en. they hav» no way of
getting together and ngreelnc upon
those men: The condition,, In peculiar,
err! the ordinary method will not
Ttlerl it, j
nirhmrnd If'Vnw i> fnce tvtth jn I

eTOCHtehey In* r:iür.lcjT>nl affairs.. When
dlsnster visited Oalveston a few year*.
r.e<-. order and pood povemment were
restored 1r> rtii" uhüminl method re¬
quired by the "Ire necessity nf the
.mtiafl.ori, inn so It has hern In other
rities. VCher« Immediate action was
lnr«!.*-...r.*'!t.i~ for tbe Interest of the
r.lty. the citizens have not hesitated
to depart from the ertn> lir-hed oroer.
rr-' to devise >:nm temporary ex-
ruMer.t by wTijch to proteci the wel¬
fare of the mim'-trr-.Htv. §i It must
he here. Kenn knows more than The
Tlrnes-PlflPStch the rln^lm' defects of
the ror.veritlor. system rvhen It runa
In a nrt, nr.^ is a regular and perma¬
nent rroeess. hut a fl'stlnctlon mtifit
he made between conventions called
to meet an eirterprehey, and orrm'irent
ror.r'nn conventions, which are jioormalicshl f . s pot
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thinks now that ?o vital a law *; n.
Constitution can he framed by the
trltlatlve r.r.d rcf
The people of Itl hrnond have n

right to be governed l y five men of
force find capacity, but the primary
isyrtmn in the presert case guarantees
no such right, while r. nominating'
convention would. The people have
a right to efficient administration of
the city business; the primary at this
time would operate tr, deny that
rieht. If thla were a case uiere one
rritm liad to be chosen from nvany,
the caae would be different, hut five
rren ure to be selected fur their
cspectuJ fltneifs, and tholr ndminl
tlve ability. Tho possibility of chanci
and combinations Is too dangercm.
The people want the right men for
tho biggest Jobs that have ever 1 eeii
created In the history of the city;
thajr want .ft.öGO men, and not Juti

] men, but they htve no fulL free end
fair opportunity of getting- theoo men

j under a primary.
Tho City Deinocrullc Committee In

empowered by law to substitute a

j convention for a primary. The
Tlmcs-Dlspatoh urges the commltteo

lot Its next meeting to call a convon-
tion, as suggested by Chairman Martin.

; Si.eh notion will bo for tho highest
Interest of tho people of Richmond.
The voters are fully capable of ohoos-
Inir representatives whom they can
tiust to select the live best men to
administer the business of this city,
As an extraordinary method to meet
tin oxtrnordlunry necessity, a con-
Volition Is demanded by the Demo-

jcratlc electorate of Richmond.

DOI.I.Wt DIXXI3M 1)1 VinrJXDS,
Greater Richmond Is not n dream

or n vision. It in exisr.cnt now In Wio
spirit' of loyalty,- clvjc pride, scnylca
and glowing optimism manifested by
every speaker nnd guest nt ilw* Po'.!.-ir
Dinner last night. For thw spirit Is
what mnkos ft city's gronfthess, ami
when such a spirit Is hre.-itihlnc energy
and Inspiration Into Mte hear'* nnd
minds of her citizens, th» foundation
of all wo.tlCh, glory and prosperity Is
nt hand. Not a mnn wont n.way from
last night's cathorir.tr of all of Rich?
mond's Interests In ono solitl splendid
11 lilt, w'.vhntit n clow of new faith In
.,h,» fntur.i of th,« community In whloh
a kindly fortune has laid his destiny.
Even the songs were welded Itvto n

rhythmic proof of pood fellowship In
the pursuit of big alms and lofty Ideals,
In them,, In the speeches, and In th«
kindly feeling of men as neighbors and
laborers together for. a common and
noble good, was the sentlmetvt of sons
towards a mother.. Tt was good to
be there; It was a time to remember.
And no city In tho country haj ever
displayed a finer mingling of all the
beist^ traditions of tlho past frith tho
hopes for a future that will fulfll
t>iese traditions.' I
Enthusiasm, rrosrperlty, progress,

service, co-operaAIon.i'.'hesi» were the
ivorrts that defined the great-T R1eh-
mond. And each address added frcs-h
evidence of the manifold lines alotig
which the jolty Is striding ro the front.
Pli.s movements f«r hetter railroad and
water transportation and terminal fa- jr-llltles, and for the Richmond-Wash-I
Ington highway spoke of how com- j
rheroa Is reaching out towards new
ind rich .".elds. The strength snd size
^f financial Institutions guarantee n

'.did ro\tndnt1on upon which fneah en-t
lerprls? eon build. Praise of the new
-»Inn of municipal government and the
il.iin-:;poken determination to choose
'or 1t» sticcess'ful carrying out r/he best
nen. declared n vigorous confld'nce In
lie elfv's ability to mold her own af-
fairs to brond?r and better ends Edu¬
cational progress, the chance for the
i-oiing man, the Intelligent eonsery-
nit of the lnrere'ts of labor, all ovl-
lence with whrv; rerlons and devoted
>onslderation fh > people are meeting
he r>rob]ents modern society confronts
hem with.
THs Dollar Pinner was a sueceas bo¬

nus* Richmond Is a success. The of-
orts of the men who made It possible
.all for the heartiest appreciation,
rhey dream of n greater olty. and they
lnd that the etty Is nlre-ndy a fuel In
in aggressive and unified public, spirit
ind in the consciousness among nil
classes, among all professions, and
iTiiong all oreed«, that by working to-

.-ether with n sine".* hope and » single
lUrposo men can brhig out of their
'alr-st visions a splendid snd vital
.onllty.

¦nvruoi. tiik wtrbmsss »res.
sack.

Among the results of the Titanic.
Ilsaster Should be soino kind of ln-
ternntlonal control of that Invlslblo
guardian of seft-farors, the "wireless."
It cannot be overlooked that no elab-
>rate devices to keep a wrecked vco-
¦¦.'i afloat and no equipment of small
l«oats and life rafts insures anything
but a temporary safety without n
*w!ft and accurate means of com¬

municating the news of endangered
Ives to other ships or the land.
Neither airtight compartments nor

mats afford provisions for more than
a few hours' harbor from tho sea. in

tny real catastrophe resouo must come

from a distance at the desperate
T. Q. D." cull of the electric spark.
,\nd science and humanity should
combine to make wlteless a kind of
sa.cr'ed and inviolate messenger, with
precedence over nil other matters, and
invested with the rights of tho white
(lag or t'he Red Cross nurse.

in the prescht terrltde instance
only a few brief messages ever flashed
from the doomed ship, yet even they
were enough (to bring nlrt rushing
from all directions. The .survivors
owe their liven to tho wireless Instru¬
ments But the fact that the Instru¬
ment was apparently silenced some
hours before tho actual sinking of
'.':.<. Titanic shows that not all pre¬
cautions were taken to Insure Its con¬
tinued wot king. It Is Mild that a sup¬
plementary current supply for the
spark was put fifteen feet above the
water line. Would It not tie wlso to
Install the apparatus In tho very top-
moHt place In Bhlps, with a generator
independent of nil sources of energy?
Could not some of the money .spent
oh luxurious suites be used for nn
oil supply and ;i powerful engine situ¬
ated so ob to be safe against the ex¬
tinguishing waters until the very final
plunge?

I'urihr rtiiore, the suspense and de¬
lay In getting news from the fnr-
ptithta seems to have been In part the
senseless outcome of a hundred mis¬
directed endeavors by amateurs and
private telegraph stations to gain
notoriety by^ communion ting with the
rescue chip. The government net
good-example by prohibiting, no far
ns It could, tho sending or receivingIof messages by any except authorized'l'crson* .XÄO b.UJ. nsw Jh fcomo iiou«o

committee for establishing rules and
codes for the use of tho wlroleso on
the sea Is even more Important and
fundamental than the proponed reform
In shipping regulations an to lifeboatsland safety devices. The value of this

I means of communication should not
.bo nullified by uncontrolled rosponst-jhlllty. Something corresponding to
i martial law should be enforced In
such emergencies.j Merefhnnt mariners hnvo apparently
lint taken full advantage of all thart
science can do for safety on the high
sons. ]t does not seem Impossible
that the nations and Insurance com¬
panies could Join In establishing
something nkln to the block system
for tho guidance of navigation. On
tho main ocean lanca vessels might bo
stationed, equipped with the most
powerful wireless apparatus, to act as
traffic policemen. They could serve as
rescue agents, relay messages from
one to another, keep navigators In¬
formed as to weather, Ice, derelicts,
fogs and all that mukös the seu dan¬
gerous. In Kipling's thrilling story of
the transatlantic airship service ho
depicts protection of the nlr lanes In
this manner. It would bo less expon- jslvo In ten years than a sluglo sunk
Titanic, with Its frightful loss of
Ufa und money.

SISNTKXCISD TO Tuni3n.oui.osis.
It there has been nny notable fen-

tore of the administration «f Governor
Hooper, uf Tennessee, it has been his
Interest In prison roform. Not lone
ago ho spent the night In a penltcn-
Hary cell to familiarize himself with
conditions there. Ho declnrea now that
the State prison Is a "hotbed of tuber¬
culosis," and he will taV:o steps to re¬
form conditions at once. The fuult
lies with the State. "Thero ere so
many sufferero from tuberculosis
among tho oonvlcts that It la not pos-alblo to oare for them In the prison
under present oondlttonB. Ttila condi¬
tion Is by no means confined to our
prlBOn, but It Is probably aa bad here
as anywhere else. Tuberculosis la ahouse disease and Is peculiarly a pris¬
on disease," says Governor Hooper.Working men In shops, giving' them
no open air rocientlon and oontlnlngthem with men ulreudy victims of thewhite plague, makes the State prison
of Tennessee a "tubercular pesthousd."Tho prison physician states that at|least 26 per cent, of tho prisoners, andperhaps more, have tuberculosis. Gov¬
ernor Hooper will have a careful ex-jam Ination mad* to ascertain accuratedata on the subjoot. He goes on to
say: '

"Tt Is nn Injustice to the strong:,!healthy man that he should havo such'surroundings. The trial judge did not;decree thnl he should have tuberculosis!added to his Imprisonment at hard!labor. A sentence of a few ye.ir.fl Is,|In many Instances, n life sentence on;account of the certainty of death Inthe prison by disease."
The Indictment drawn by the Ten-1

tiesseo chief executive npplles to allthe States of the nation, In greater orless degree. Only of lat» has the State
come to understand that It owes It tothe prisoner as well us to Itself to con¬
serve the health of tho prisoner. Every¬where there la the tendency to betterthe lot t of these wards of the Btate andto take better oare of them. No Indoor
ocouputlon for prlsonora Is Justifiableunless It 1» under sanitary conditions:;the better view Is that the convictsshould be put out In tho open nlr to work
upon the roads or perform some otheroittsldo labor. In 1910 thero weretwenty-four tuberculosis patients Intho Virginia Penitentiary, and that Isentirely too many In a time ilka this,when wo know how to prevent andcure this dread plague.
The light that llee* In woman's eyes]Is not the only one that docs, for theIndiana ladles' diamond-heels havoturned out to he paste.

If the almanac could provide forthe total eclipse of a few favorite sons,It would be doing good work.
Dr. .Ihmes Power Smith in Charleston. |Camp Hun ter. U. C. V., met nt the !banquet hoard last night In the South iCarolina Society Hall and celebrated Ithe forty-fifth anniversary of Us or¬ganization. I'r. James Power Smith,of Virginia, tho solo surviving memberof tho staff of General Slonewa.ll.lackson, delivered tho address, takingn:i his subject tho lifo of tho greatsoldier. Colonel I.otils u. Young, ofSavannah, was to havo delivered annddress, but when ho was called uponl»y Captain Thomas pinckney, masterof ceremonies, ho stated that he wouldprefer not to break the spell of tho'1 oquent words of Dr. Smith. Upon Imutton of General Jos. W. Mooro. nunanimous voto of thank's was ten¬dered !>r. Smith by the members ofthe camp. It was resolved that theaddress that Colonel Voting was tohave delivered 1)6 printed in tho news¬papers, together with tho address ofI >r. Smith. Before, tho banquet lastnight a business meeting was held bythe members of the. camp and uillcerswere elected for tho ensuing year.There were about fifty veterans pres¬ent. The banquet hall was decoratedwith (lags of tin- Confederacy uud ofthe Stale. The feast wan prepared byCaterer Nick Blschoff: a member ofthe camp. The occasion was a mostenjoyable one.

Itlsked l.lfo for I.euder.After l>r. Smlili had been Introducedby Captain Thomas T'lnekncy, Generalc. I. Walker asked tho permission ofthe floor and made the statomenl con¬cerning the distinguished Virginianwhich Dr. 8. C. Mitchell had mado 'nCharleston at the unvolllng of thoHampton Monument, to the effect thatwhen General stonewall Jackson laywounded on the Hold of batllu Dr.Smith lay bosldo him. next to thotiring line of the enemy, to protecthim from tho bullets, from tho Newsand Courier, April 13.
A masterly culng-y of General Stone-wall Jackson made the annual ban¬quet last night of Camp Snmtor. U..'. v., In tho South Carolina Hall;i t> worthy. Seldom has a CharlestonI banquet been graced by a more Inter¬esting and Illuminating address thanHint delivered by tho Itev. James Pow-Si kith, !>. i>.. the single survivingmember of General Jackson's stnrf ntnldistinguished Virginian. So lin¬ed with the members, of CampSumter with tho speech of l>r. Smiththat when other orators pleaded.to buISCd front talking after trio heau-; tlfu! address of I»r. Smith. It wasj unanimously decided to adjourn themeeting, after s resolution of thanksI had been tendered tho Virginian bru-t tor. and arrangements made for theI preservation of his address In n pcr-I ntanenl form to bo tiled with the CampI Sinnier records..Charleston ICvonlng1 A'vsW.AurU-.Xa^lBAJU

On the Spur of the Moment
By Roy K. Moulton

M'Ucn Slit Ueta Ou Ibe l'hono.
When ma gcte on the telephone,The whole world sta ; dead still.
Old rather Time halls I" his night,And docsv't sturt untilShe's through, and sometimes that's an

hour.
And sometimes three or four.

The meat lioy- inul coll< tors all
Pound' vainly on tho door;And o'en un earthquake ould occur,The world could rock and groan,But that would never Interfere
When ma gets on the hone.

»

Pa sayB It ain't no use to take
The pttper every night;So far ns mother Is concerned,
And he Is surely rightFor inn gets nil the news by wire.

They've got a Bchcmc guessThat' patterned on the plant of tho
Associated Press;The city is gone over v.
Unturned they leave no Mono;I'll bet thero are some ears that burn
When ma pets on the phone.
Prom the IJIckeyvlMe Clarion.Every time Grandma furdy chews

With hor new teeth they click so it
sounds an though somebody was shut-
On' the gate out In front nl the houso.What has become of the old gentle¬
man who used to chew tobncltcr In
church?
There never v.ns n I Into In the his¬

tory of this world Will n Börne feller
wasn't Just about to boIvo the problemof perpetual motion.
Hank ITrisby doesn't drips « drop

now. He hus sent awny and got conto,of those now-funirl' 1 Jub tabletswhich you carry in the vest pocket.|Every onp has the potency ¦[' :i three.,
fllng-cr drink of Old Moonshine, andtön of 'om will land h feller In the!
patrol wngon without f ill- ''Down withtho drink evil," says Hank, "I'll cuti
mine." Hank went to church perfectly!sober last Sunday morales, and after jtwo tablets he rose and wanted to bet
tho preaober 19 that the Boston teamjwould win tho National Leajruo penantthis year.
Miss Euphranla Parkins, our pootrassof passion, U wrltln' a noved otultlod

"Fair But False" Klnier Jones Baysho bots the plot rovolves around a
blonde Bwltoh.
My Idea of the height or ur.oon-

sclou« humor Is homemade obituarypoet ry.
It Is getting so It Is possible to buyalmost anything In a drug stors now¬

adays oxcoptln' drugs.
There Is only one feller smallerthen tho one who loaves the puncutua-llon marks out of his lotter to Have

Ink. and he Is tho feller who borrowshis neighbor's newspapers.

Some Truthful haytnicn.
A celluloid collar Is a vain thing for

safety.
Tho greatest hold-up game In thin

country Is played by tho s-uspender
trust.
The anticipation Is better than tho

vncat Ion.
No man who aver piayod In a band

has got all out of life that there is In'It.
Whlslsey and quinine for a cold.

Pour the whiskey down a rut hole
and take the quinine.
Kvery man in tho community knows

how to run a newspaper excepting the
toitor.

Voice of the People
Defects In (.mill It mills Mo\cincnts.

To the Editor uf The Tlmee-IJiepatejn:Sir..When the "nuord of L.ee."
shattered, lay al Appgmattos, ana
the effort for Southern Independence
hud failed, the most valuable thingleft to the survivors was the land,
which In Virginia, with its hill and
dale, Is as fair uh any tho sun looltH
down upon. For h time even that was
threatened with confiscation.
Much of tho ].. \ was bare, denud¬

ed of fonres. buildings, of horses and
cattle; the erstwhile negro laborer,
upon whom had depended much of Us
cultivation, was by the work of the
sword free to c!i< se his own employ¬
ment; a great mtihy V>f them choso
not to be employed at all, or else ex¬
perimenting with their new-found,
freedom, became nomnde, drifting Intojcorporate employment, congregatingInto towns and cities, leaving tho lundjwithout tenants or cultivation.
By slow process, tho evolution went!

on; It wan hastened by tho great;
strides of invontlon, reapers and mow¬
ers, with all the paraphernalia at-1tendnnt, until th Ir place wnp largely,supplied hy the Improvements. Yet!
every farmer kfTi wa that these Im-
plements of ngrlettlture tire expenstvoand costly to maintain. He has also
resorted to expensive fertilizers, inhis hurry to moot his needs, Instead
of the old rotation of crops and na-]tural cultivation of soil.
Nearly in If n century bos passedsince, these conditions faced the Vir¬

ginia farmer, and, save in Isolated In¬
stances, the agriculture prosperity or
ante-bellum Virginia "ins never V.een
retrieved. Many causes have contri¬buted.the r:\U the West to young
men. who resentf "i the conditions Im-

,s.-rl on them lyj tho autocrats of the
soil, each In his own little field, "lord
of manor." Ro that hy various pro¬
cesses they have continuously driven
from them.awny from the farms.
the cream of the population, nnd In¬
stead of offering Inducements for their
young men to «t- y ;,t homo, hnvn in¬
augurated Immigration aids to Induce
a foreign and Invidious element to
come nnd take thhl which they refuse
to their own blood nnd .clndrod. M'no
process is slow, ut It Is Inevitable:
the lands are chn« ting ownership, and

ABE MARTIN

Uncle xiioj. Turner says th' pastwinter is th' only one he kin recallI that only hud one really fit day t'

1bathe. A touch m often worsc'n aknock..

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED?
By John T. McCutcheon.

COopjrrUAti i(,l3i By Jctra V. UOOltÜbkOtUl
(fvvclet y*oü come, ,Will you promise ncrr)
to cry

r/jor w/ien little brother fa atloteod to go out
with the oldar buys.

#. can btrJmoobid down, uttxmpudon.

Juat lot him fall down tohen mamma''» eympa
thetic ear Is near.

and you will hear him wail to beat the band.

In time theso Virginians trill bo push¬
ed against tho barrier of tho West,
an.) resurglng, they vrlll find dikes
built to stay them from the land or
th.tr .'Ires; and Virginia, with its tra¬
ditions, its hls.tory made glorious by
Washington nnd Jefferson, ny- "l.ee and
Jackson, will crown an nllen popula¬
tion, who will V.avo profit of tho glori¬
ous deeds of Its founders.
Ono of tho most serloun obstacles

that Virginia had to contend with In
her efforts at rohn.bil}tatton was her
ante-war debt, amounting to ?4>>.0"0,-
000, growing out of her Internal im¬
provements. Much of it wna spent on
roadway and canal. It might he
claimed they paved tho way for sitti-
sequt r:t Improvement!", but the James
River und Kahawha Canal wrtH de¬
stroyed; by railroads. It might be said,
to be rid of Its competition; but oth¬
er onuses contributed, notably the
Ktnte debt.

Its future value In the Industriallifo of tho State was Incalculable. I
Had tho hand of late been stayed for
ten years, the dream of Washingtonfor a cnnal to tho Ohio would have
been realized. Tho contract of theFrenchmen. Krnest Bellot dos Mini-
eres. Brothers A Company, of Frnnoe, Ito build tho canal, for tho VirginiaCanal Company, successors of the jJames River and Kahawha, CanalCompany, chartered, by act of thaiGeneral Assembly of Virginia OnMarch 23, 1SB1, and which was re-enacted February 3, ISCtl. and offer ofcontract renewed, afforded On n-lmostcertain assurance of Its (ompletton,hod tho war been stayed.
To-day nenrly two-thirds of thatdebt remains a direct charge upon thoresources of the State, while almosttho entire asset upon whloh It wtlsjtmsed hn« disappeared. Tho one-thlrd arbitrarily assigned to WestVirginia In Virginia's settlement Withher creditors also rerryiins a mootedquestion. Virginia ?ino fee<.n unnbloto deny her paramount obligation, yetWest Virginia evades her liability, Inf-tc.t. denies it, und her peoplo willnot voluntarily assume it, and maynot bo forced to pay It. Tho serlfftlS-noss of Virginia'« position, with ref¬

erence to tho debt nssigried to WestVirginia cannot b<| gainsaid. The prob¬lem Is unsolved and dependent uponfuture political conditions, which no
man is so wise ns to be aolo to fore¬tell, much less anticipate or provideagainst.
Behind the movement for rnn<1 build.Ing Is tho Indeterminate, and danger¬

ous forco of tho so-called Good RoadsMovement.dangerous because it 1stsupplemented by tho aid of nil tnosowho may profit during tho tlmo ofconstruction. There Is no county InVirginia that can with Impunity make
a bond Issue Incur an Indebtednessbeyond Its rensoriahlo ability to payduring the lifetime of a generation,which, under tho Constitution of IStbl,wns fixed nt thirty-four years.Railroads have Interrupted traffic,which the great Arterial 'highways,such as the Valley Turnpike fromWinchester to ßtnunton, and thence bythe Stauntb/n find Parkcrsburg Turn¬pike to the Ohio Ttlvor nt Parkcrs¬burg were. Intended to benr nnd dls-|tribute, minimizing their value both]ns a great public highway, as well amlocal distribution.-some sections nl-|most denuded of traffic, lending no¬where.so that the Initial expenditurefor tholr construction can no longerbo regarded as an nssot.
To plant a system of ror.ds In ad¬

vance of their needs, spread Over alarge territory'of questionable utility'to the farmer, referring more particu¬
larly to macadamized roads as oppos¬
ed to good, well drnlned, dirt, clay or
gravel roads. Is lacking tho element
of common sense. It reminds one. of
tho boom times of 1R00, whop Siien-
don. Basic City nnd Olasgow enrne
into being, nnd hundreds of other
places throughout tho State, extended
^thulc Uralt« by improvement, comp»-.

nies, who acquired all outlying terri¬
tory and spread over It a system of
streets, In some places even paving
and lighting and sewerage and water
systems. Tho money received |"rom
gullible etockholders was spent in
grading streets and In subsidizing ln-
dustrles. Dong time i since l;aa the
grass overgrown tho streets, and the
Industrien disappeared. If they ever
materialized. Just to think of the
farmers of Augusta iRklng on a

mortgage of tl.P0O.000. with hnen.
don and Basic City and the Inter
urban land companion that wer« form¬
ed and failed at Staunton In sight.
Gentlemen of Augusta, look before

you leap. After the graftsmen. how
much will you get? Tho heritage of
those who come after yon. what or
that? You own tho earth now, but
for how long?
Many years ago I proposed (In my

mind) a system of road building, i
had hnd aome experience In railroad
butldlng, but the iplan never went
beyond the orndle of tho dream, hut
It contemplated tho employmont In each
county, of a civil engineer, Ktato stu¬
dent, grnduate of. the Virginia Mill-jtar>' Institute, to v.'hom It would of-jford employment and Inducement to
make a study of the problem, prefer-
ence. being gtven to horns graduates.
This feature of the system commends
Itself. A system Inaugurated by teen-
nlan! knowledge would oe 'perman¬
ent. The equity of all the county
could be In no better hands than ah
honor graduate of Virginia's famous
military school. With a system, the
economic vnluo guaranteed by sucli
ottfhorlty. oTponrtlttires could be made
with safety, but to put up a great
fund without such a system la absurd.
It Is a far-reaching call for graft,and If R0 per cent, of It over gets onthe roads, It will he remarkable.Tho aftermath Is debt and taxation.Bcntonvllle. B. F. H.

Clara Barton. SufTraclst.
To tho Bdltor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir,.In a highly eulogistic article
on tho death of Clara Barton, pub¬lished In Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch a fewjdays ago, It was said of her: ".Hho
was Just a woman und was content
to remain so." Content she was, but
not In tho sonso meant by tile author
of that article. He was evidentlyicriiomnt of the fact that the dlslln-
gulshod lady wns nn ardent suffragist,und that for years she had worked
Indefatlgnhly In tho Intorost of equal
suffrage. Sho was typical of. the wo¬
men who devote themselves to t'ao
good of humnntty,. and who labor
solely toward that end, often mis-
Judged nnd criticized nt first, yetbravely facing ridicule and obloquyto respond to tho promptings of con¬
science. It was so with Florence
Klghttngnfo, Frances Wlllard and
others.all snftrnglsta.all women or
the highest typo, nnd "content to re¬
main so." *

During the long span of Cyara Mar¬
lon's life, the alms and sentiments of
American society have undergone a
change, so that we now applaud what
once wo condemned. Sneered at In
the beginning, she died a heroine.
During tho Civil War her heroism on'
the bnttledold, and the heroism oH
thousands of women llko her, paved j.tho way for a renssertlon of tho
rights of worhnn. In the light of her
unquestioned 'exertions nnd unselfish
labors for her country. In her lnst
years she gnvo herself moro complete¬
ly to the cause of woman's emancipa¬
tion, and wo honr her In pathetic,
langunpo appealing to tho United
States army for Justlco to her and
to her human sisters. "When you
wore weak and I was strong," she
cries, "1 tolled for you. Now you nro
strong and I am weak. Because of
liiy work for you. T ask your nid. T
nsk the ballot for myself and for my
sex. As I' stood by you, I pray you
stund by mo and mine."
The average man la.a, w.prahljeor. of,

Inherited Ideale, to whloh he elir.pH
tenaciously. What was Rood enougufor his great-grandfather la Rood
enough for him. Hlu Ideal of woman
Is baaed on tradition ami on iho cus¬
toms of barbarism, refined and soften¬
ed through the centuries into a form
that flatters his vanity and appeal,"*
to his chivalry. The woman that does
not measure up (or down) to his
Ideal la. In his estimation, not ft wo¬
man. He, and not she. gives the mn-
Bure of what womanhood ehould be,
and aometlines he cites the authority
of the Almighty to support ills con¬
tention. In fact, this kind of mati It
perfectly aura of tho Lord's Inten¬
tions regarding woman and her
"sphere," and complacently Intimates
that she was created especially for
his personal benefit, ."-lie must bo
"content to bo a woman ano to re¬
main one." according to nls Interpre¬
tation of the term.

This was the cry with whlc/.i ITo
opposed the education of the female
si»x. The same argument was used In
the endeavor to prevent the establish¬
ment of properly rights for women.
It hH.s been his slogan In every at¬
tempt to bettor the condition of wo¬
men and RlrlH. If woman Interest
herself only In him and In the con¬
cerns of tho four walls he calls hlu
own. she Is a woman after his own
soul. If hor heart goes out to an
homes, to all children, to all who
need aid and protection--the victims
of economic Injustice, of the white
slave traftlo, of Individual license and
parental neglect, of Inefficient and in¬
sufficient lnw.she Is.well, according
to him, she la not a woman.
Thank Heaven! there Is another

grndo of manhood, typified by tho
men of broad mind and large vision,
who see the real needs of humanity,
and who recognize the necess.ty of a

long pull and a strong pull, nil to¬
gether, men and women. In order to
Insure rational progress," With sano
and healthful life conditions. Somo
ono has said that every good thing
has been condemned In Its day, and
that every Innovation has had to
struggle for Its life. 60 with equal
suffrage.
But tho sun of a better enlighten¬

ment has risen; the world la rapidly
nwnklng to a realization of woman's
rightful place In tho economy of hu¬
man life. Neither opposition nor rldlJ
cule can prevent tho fulness of tho
beauty of tho now day that breaks
upon tho world; and among tho morn¬
ing stars of tho rising dawn, nono
shine brighter thnn Clara Barton, wo¬
man, ministering angel.suffrnglst.

GRACE VI3RNON.
Richmond.

Such Lettern Mnke Working Worth
While.

To the F.dltor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:Sir,.The editorial In .yesterday's Is¬
sue of your paper, "A>in's Lost Titan."
Is magnificent. It surpasses anythingI hnvo read for a long tlmo «n any
paper. Kvory sheet in the land has
commented on this appalling disaster,
but not one that I hnvo seen has
graced the story with the transcend¬
ent solemnity and grandeur of your
editorial. W. E. MONEY.

O TIMnlot
O Titanic! Titanic! you symbol of

strength,
Against the natural forces your en¬

durance had no length;
You, Ill-fated giant, were nn atom on

the sen,
When n simple mass of congealed wa¬

ter bore down on theo.
X.
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